THE CONSTABLE OF ENGLAND

1658 on the ground that it did not represent the landed interest as the old peers had done. " They have not Hie reason or the quality of lords," said Scot; u they have not interest, not the forty-thousandth part of England "; to which Boteler replied that they had better qualifications, " religion, piety and faithfulness to the commonwealth."1 Another added, too truly, that they had the power which lay in the command of many regiments. A year later a third member was to offer a more picturesque defence : " The Lord Protector did not think fit to make every lump of gilded earth a lord."

On January 25 Oliver, seeing a breach between the two Houses imminent, summoned them to his presence and spoke to them gravely.2 He pointed to the uneasy posture of affairs abroad. He warned them that the royalists were projecting an invasion and had honeycombed the land with their plots, England stood alone, and could only save herself by unity, boldness, and a constant vigilance. " You have accounted yourselves happy in being environed with a great ditch from all the world beside. Truly you will not be able to keep your ditch, nor your shipping, unless you turn your ships and shipping into troops of horse and companies of foot, and fight to defend yourselves on terra firma." Domestic concord was a prime need. In vivid phrases he pointed out the various elements of disunion, the wretched bickering about circumstantials. That way lay ruin, final and irrevocable. " If you run into another flood of blood and war, the sinews of this nation being wasted by the last, it must sink and perish utterly. ... It will be said of this poor nation, Actum est dc Anglia."

These weighty words had no effect on his opponents. For the next ten days the debate on the second chamber continued with the same strenuous futility. Meantime the opposition leaders entered upon more dangerous roads. They organized the Fifth Monarchy men and the sectaries in the city, and prepared a petition demanding
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